The epidemiology of poisonings in infants <6 months of age.
Contrary to popular belief, children that are less than six months of age are the common victims of unintentional poisoning. The purpose of this study was to examine the profile of poisoning exposures of children as they matriculate through their first six months of life by examining actual exposure data from a certified regional poison information center. Data analysis revealed that adult caregivers were responsible for the majority of exposures in children 0-3 months of age as a consequence of medication administration errors. Due to enhanced motor skills, children from 4-6 months of age frequently exposed themselves to potential poisons that were within their grasp. Parents and caregivers need to be educated proactively by health care professionals to prevent unintentional poisoning exposures in children less than six months of age.